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Annex-1

LIST OF CATEGORIES OF ENTITLED PERSONS
UNDER THE SAARC VISA EXEMPTION SCHEME

Entitled Persons’
Category Entitled Spouse Dependent
number Persons children
Group A:
(Dignitaries, Government Officials, participants of SAARC meetings and officials of
the Secretariat and its Regional Centres)
1 Heads of State and Government, former Heads of Yes Yes
State or Government, former Foreign Minister,
former Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and
former Foreign Secretaries,
2 All Central Government Ministers/Minister of Yes Yes
State/Advisers of equivalent rank, Deputy Ministers/
Assistant Ministers in Member States
3 Serving and retired Supreme Court Judges; serving Yes Yes
Judges of the Provincial High Courts and
Attorney(s) Generals
4 Governors, Chief Ministers, Speakers and Deputy Yes Yes
Speakers of Provinces/States
5 Members of National Parliament, Secretaries- Yes Yes
General/Secretaries of Lower and Upper Houses
of Parliament
6 All serving Heads/Secretaries of Federal/Central
Governments
7 Governors of the Central Banks Yes Yes
8 Ambassadors/High Commissioners of SAARC Yes Yes
countries accredited to the SAARC Member States

I Validity of visa stickers 0 be issued to the Secretary General, Directors, their spouses
and dependent children (18 years), extended to three years

Note: Approved by SAARC Council of Minister Feb. 2011
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9 Officers in the Ministries of Foreign/External Yes Yes
Affairs in SAARC Divisions as well as those
handling SAARC matters

10 Current and former SAARC Secretary(s) General: Yes Yes
Director', Consultants/Professionals and GSS
Category-1 officials of the SAARC Secretariat

11 SAARC Regional Centers Yes
(a) Governing Board Members (a) No
(b) Directors (b) Yes)
(c) Professionals (c) Yes
(d) Consultants (d) Yes

12 Vice-Chancellors of the Public Universities; Yes Yes
Heads of National Academies and Institutions in the
field of Art and Culture and National Museums
including the Head of National Academic Institutions

L3 Executive Heads of the National Planning Yes Yes
Commission/Organization

14 Inspectors General of Police/Heads of the National Yes Yes
Police forces or the Officers so designated to attend
the SAARC Conference on Police Matters

15 Controller or Heads Department of Immi gration Yes Yes
and Emigration

16 President, Vice President, Office bearers of SAARC | No No
Apex Bodies; and Heads of SAARC Recognized Bodies

17 Chairperson, Managing Directors of National Yes Yes
Airlines, Civil Aviation Authorities, National
Tourism Organisations

18 The Member of the SAARC Development Fund (SDF): Yes
(a) Governing Board (a) No
(b) Officers and Staff (b) Yes

19 Participants to SAARC meetings, seminars, Yes No
workshops, study tours, and a]] other approved
SAARC activities, with validity as per requirement

Note: Dependent children means under 18 years of age of entitled persons.
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LIST OF CATEGORIES OF ENTITLED PERSONS
UNDER THE SAARC VISA EXEMPTION SCHEME

Entitled Persons’

Category Entitled Dependent

Spouse .
number Persons children
Group B:

(General/public categories including businessmen, journalists, sportsmen, etc.)

1

Presidents of National Chambers of Commerce and | Yes No
Industry including Members fo the Executive
Committee of the National Federation of Chamber
of Commerce and Industry. Two Hundred leading
businessmen and industrialists from each Member
Country recommended by the SAARC Chamber
of Commerce and Industry or Federation of
Chamber of Commerce and Industries of

Respective Countries

Heads of National Sports Authorities and Federation; Yes No
25 eminent sportspersons, on recommendation by
National Sports bodies of the respective Member State

One hundred fifty (150) accredited journalists of No No
five-year standing, to be recommended by the
Ministries of Foreign/External Affairs or
Information and Broadcasting of the respective
Member States

Expert, Manager and other associated with agreed No No
SAARC projects

Participants in SAARC Trade Fair and SAARC No No
Tourism Mart
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